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Question 1 
 

What is the technical definition for ‘change in essence’1? Does this definition apply to the 
making of gelatine from collagen? On this basis, will the gelatine made from pig and other 
sources be ruled unlawful? 
 
answer 
 

a. Upon unanimous agreement2 it is confirmed that, ‘change in essence’ is the 
changing of a thing when, considering its origin or specific attribute, it becomes 
another thing. This definition is taken from the following texts, 

 تاذلـ مــسا اهـنEFـ ؛ةــساCـB اهـنوك نع تجـرخ اهـيناعـمو اهـفاــصوأ تلـدبـتو ،تلـا-ـ,ــسا امـل ةــسا&ـ%لا نأ
 )٢٣٤ص ،١ج ،عئادب(  تللWR اذإ QRSTاP تراصو ،فصولا مادعناب مدعنتف ،ةفوصوم

 
!" #$ %" &'()*+, (- ./" (01 2"345- 6"7 89 !" *$: ;" *< #= 2"345- )>" #-? @"A B" *CB" &CD"E .8F ;" *َH #IJ"KL MNOPQRLSTUV 2"345-( W"QXQYSTZU[ \" ]).#̂ B" (C _" *`a(b c، ./" (01 %" &'()*+, (- >" #K# e" Lfg .h, &i*1 .j"k 
@"A l" &m$Fn @"o p"q &r .8F sN *7 t" 3uW" #Ie" v4(- B" &Cwg x" *y34(- t" 3u zـــــ "|}L4(-،\ـــــ " ]).#̂ >" #K# e" Lfg \ـــــ " ]).#̂ ~3� ;" *< #= �" 31 F~3� �"E .8F \ـــــ ")6"7 t" 3u W" #I�v� �" LA .#̂ 
B" &Cwg ~3۔�)x" #y3IF \" ])�" (�KL، �"�7 :8�، ;" *< #= %" &'()*8� �� B" &Cwg @"o�*� �"I �"��" (�L7، �"�*�7 ٣٩٦( 

 
b. Considering the detail submitted in the inquest3 regarding the making of gelatine 

from collagen and after thorough examination and scrutiny, it is confirmed with 
agreement of the delegates that this definition for ‘change in essence’ does not apply 
to the making of gelatine from collagen. 

 
c. Gelatine made from pig and other Haraam sources is unlawful and Allah, Most 

High, knows best. 
 

 
Question 2 
 

If ‘change in essence’ has not occurred, will the gelatine be ruled unlawful based on 
‘dominant suspicion’4 that it is sourced from pig when there is a lack of certainty whether 
it has been sourced from Haraam or Halaal sources and either is probable, or will it be ruled 
lawful based on the probability of it being sourced from Halaal sources? 
  

                                                
ةيهام 1  .which means the transformation or change of the origin or essence of a thing or substance –  ب4قنا
2 Of the delegates 
3 �"u.�"}*I�"7  
بلاغ نظ 4  
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answer 
 
The gelatine is Halaal if its acquisition from Haraam sources is not known with 
certainty5. It is in Al-Ashbaah, 

 )٦٢ص(  ةراهطلا ءاقب لصEFاف س&%لا دوجو \] كش
 
It is in Hadeeqah Nadiyyah, 

Ed ا ةمرحEd ملعلا عم Ed نظلاو كشلا عم EFا نEdا \] لصEFا ءايشQi٧٣٨ص ،٢ج( ل( 
 
and Allah, Most High, knows best. 
 
 
Question 3 
 

Food and medicinal products that contain gelatine have become common in the markets. 
The common Muslim also uses and consumes them; however, it is not difficult for the 
prominent6, who give importance to Halaal and Haraam to abstain. Lawful alternatives are 
also available in the markets. In such a situation, will it be ruled lawful, based on the 
directive of Umoom Balwaa7, due to the practice of common Muslims? 
 
answer 
 
When the impurity and unlawfulness of the food and medicinal products containing 
gelatine available in the markets is doubtful and there is no legal means to prove a specific 
product contains unlawful gelatine, then it is lawful according to the essential law8. It is 
legitimate to buy, sell and use it. There is no need to seek support of Umoom Balwaa for 
this matter. 
 
It is in Al-Ashbaah, 

 مارQiا نم هنأ ىلs ةلEdد موقت نأ Edإ ذخEFاو ءاqrلا زوoC هنإف ،دلبلا \] مارQiاب لQikdا طلتخا اذإ
 )٣٨٥ص ،١ج(

 
It is in Ghamz Al-Uyoon,  

 لQiا لصEFاو ب�~غملا لQikdا نم هنوك زاوQC امارح ى|}شملا نوك مزلتسEd y مارQiا قوسلا \] بلاغلا نوك
 )٣٨٥ص ،١ج(

                                                
AB@قي 5  
صاوخ 6  
7 A prohibited matter that the common and prominent are engaged in and to abstain is near impossible due 
to the harm it causes either the Faith, Life, Intellect, Kinship or Property. (Translator’s Note) 
8 That all things are in essence lawful. 
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and Allah, Most High, knows best. 
 
 
Question 4 
 

Is it necessary upon the common Muslim to check the ingredients at the time of buying 
such products? If it is, then does he have to inquire if it is from an unlawful source? 
 
answer 
 
When both lawful and unlawful products are available in the market then it is not 
necessary9 upon a Muslim to research whether it contains gelatine or not at the time of 
buying food or medicine; however, it is better to do so. 
 
It is in Fataawa Ridawiyyah, 

B" ـــ� #��7 ")�* .� �" L�F W" ¡ ~3� 6"7 89 %" &'()* ¢" L£4"¤ *�(ـــ(- ¥¦e" v4(- !" #$ .h, &i*1 .jـــ "k ¤"4(- W"§¦¨ 8©"ª(K# t" 3u .8F .ُ¬ـــ� ¤"C�­ *® 8;" *H #IJـــ "KL �"I _"IF*̄ t" 3uB" *C °" 3±IF² 
_"³¡ ¤"4(- sN *7 t" 3u "́y3�*. >" #K# e" Lfg W" *I¯ .� ¬ـ ]�َ ¤"4(- >"QYـµUZ .Jـ"¶L·±I¨ @"oB" *C W" &I"̧ 3}LI ~3� @"A¹"vE º"» c¼*7 ½" Lus, (7 �"¾ c� 8¿"±I�" *�KL �"I sN *7 B" &CB" (C W" #I�v� �" LÀ*}LÁ(=] 8;" LÂÀL¶(ÃLIL̂ D"E 
Ä" #Å1 W"I>" #KL x" *y34(- Æ"ÇÈ±I�? @"A F8.6"7 .j"k W"k 8É"y3IFL̂ Ê" &Ë Ì"±k @"o² .8F Í, (±|-? 8;N (<ÎL±k 8z" ]IB" (� 8Ï"Ðk @"A W" #Ñ7 sN  )٥٦٦ص ،٣ج( ۔²: 7*

 
It is in Hadeeqah Nadiyyah, 

 )٦٦٦ص ،٢ج( هيلs مر-�ف اهب قق-,ي و هتمرح ىلs علطي ىتح ء�� نع لاؤسلا همزلي Edو
 
and Allah, Most High, knows best. 
 
 
Question 5 
 

If products containing gelatine are ruled unlawful, are there any instances whereby their 
use is permitted for nutritional or medicinal purposes? If affirmative, then what are these 
instances? 
 
answer 
 
It is permissible to use products containing gelatine because they are not ruled unlawful. 
However, if certainty is attained regarding a specific thing that it contains unlawful 
gelatine then its use is unlawful without legal necessity10 and Allah, Most High, knows 
best. 
 

                                                
بجاو 9  
ةيع 10 HBةرو KL  – a Legal necessity that endangers one’s Faith, Life, Intellect, Kinship or Property. 
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Question 6 
 

If Umoom Balwaa is not affirmed, is there any mitigation in its rule of unlawfulness and 
impurity11 because such products are wide spread in the markets and to avoid them is 
difficult if not impossible? 
 
answer 
 
Until certainty is not attained regarding the unlawfulness and impurity of the gelatine, it 
is permissible and lawful according to the law:  in essence all things are lawful12. There is no 
need to seek an escape clause in Umoom Balwa in favour of its permissibility. 
 
Question 7 
 

If the label of a product has gelatine written on it followed by, ‘kosher’, will it be ruled 
pure and lawful? Similarly, will it be ruled pure and lawful if it is known after observing 
the label or contacting the production company that the gelatine is extracted from plants? 
 
answer 
 
The word, ‘Kosher’ written by Jews is not legal evidence for it to be ruled lawful. If the 
thing is pure and lawful considering its essence13, then it will be ruled pure and lawful. If 
it is impure and unlawful then it will be ruled impure and unlawful. According to the Jews, 
the term, ‘Kosher’ is synonymous with Halaal, as mentioned in the inquest, and the 
information with regards to a thing being lawful or unlawful is from the matters of faith14 
in which the word of a non-Muslim is not considered. It is in Hidayah,  

 لوق Edـإ اهـيف لبـقي kdـف طrــ� ةدايـز اهـيف ط|}ــشy نأ زاCـ� تkdـماعـملا عوقو بــسح اهـعوقو |�كي kdـف تانـايـدلـا امـأ
 نEFـ تkdـماعـملا فkdـ�R ملــسملا مزلي نأ ��ـ س�لف مكQiا م�}لي Edـ رفا�ـ�او ��ن� قــسافـلا نEFـ لدعـلا ملــسملا
 ةروrــ� هيـف نا�ـف اهـيف ��ـوق لوبق دعـب Edـإ ةلـماعـملا ��ـ أيـهتي Edـو ةلـماعـملابـ Edـإ انـرايـد \] ماقـملا هنـكمي Edـ رفا�ـ�ا
 )٤٣٨ص ،٤ج ،هياده( ةياو��ا رهاظ \] روتسملا لوق اهيف لبقي Edو

 
and Allah, Most High, knows best. 
 
 
  

                                                
11 Karaahah Tahreemi or Tanzeehi 
Q لصNا 12

B
A اN

R
لUا ءايش  

13 Origin 
ةناید 14  pl. تاناید  
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Question 8 
 

If a non-Muslim provides information with regards to an unlawful admixture15 in a lawful 
thing, is it legally permissible to rely on it or not? 
 
answer 
 
The information of lawful and unlawful is from the chapter of the matters of faith and 
therefore, if a non-Muslim provides information on a thing being lawful or unlawful, it is 
not considered. It is in Fataawa Ridawiyyah,  

Ò"AJ" ]KL Ó" *�B" (�. t" 3u �"IÔ"*o MÕOÖ3µU .� ¤"4(- ×"Ø¡ %" *'*)*Ê" (Ë ¤"§¦ ~3� Æ"ÇÈ±I�? @"A .ُ� �"I Ù"ÚIB" *C W"§¦¨ .Ò"o%" &7 .� �"I j"�ÛL �" 31 _" *I�"Ü# t" 3u )٥٤٩ص ،٣ج( 
 
However, if it is information regarding an admixture, which is legally unlawful, in a thing 
prepared by the non-Muslim then his information is not from the matters of faith and thus, 
considered. It is in Al-Durr Al-Mukhtaar,  

 )٤٩٧ص ،٩ج(  تانايدلا \] Ed تkdماعملا \] عامج¢Eاب لوبقم رفا��ا |¡خ نأ � صأو
 
and Allah, Most High, knows best. 

                                                
شXABمآ 15  


