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QUESTION 1

What i

s the technical definition for ‘change in essence’'? Does this definition apply to the

making of gelatine from collagen? On this basis, will the gelatine made from pig and other

sources

ANSW

a.

be ruled unlawful?
ER

Upon unanimous agreement” it is confirmed that, ‘change in essence’ is the
changing of a thing when, considering its origin or specific attribute, it becomes
another thing. This definition is taken from the following texts,
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b. Considering the detail submitted in the inquest’ regarding the making of gelatine
from collagen and after thorough examination and scrutiny, it is confirmed with
agreement of the delegates that this definition for ‘change in essence’ does not apply
to the making of gelatine from collagen.

c. Gelatine made from pig and other Haraam sources is unlawful and Allah, Most
High, knows best.

%ESTION 2

If ‘change in essence’ has not occurred, will the gelatine be ruled unlawful based on

‘dominant suspicion™ that it is sourced from pig when there is a lack of certainty whether

it hasb

een sourced from Haraam or Halaal sources and either is probable, or will it be ruled

lawful based on the probability of it being sourced from Halaal sources?

" Zale M5! — which means the transformation or change of the origin or essence of a thing or substance.
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ANSWER

The gelatine is Halaal if its acquisition from Haraam sources is not known with
certainty”. It is in Al-Ashbaah,
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It is in Hadeeqah Nadiyyah,
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and Allah, Most High, knows best.

QUESTION 3

Food and medicinal products that contain gelatine have become common in the markets.
The common Muslim also uses and consumes them; however, it is not difficult for the
prominent’, who give importance to Halaal and Haraam to abstain. Lawful alternatives are
also available in the markets. In such a situation, will it be ruled lawful, based on the
directive of Umoom Balwaa’, due to the practice of common Muslims?

ANSWER

When the impurity and unlawfulness of the food and medicinal products containing
gelatine available in the markets is doubtful and there is no legal means to prove a specific
product contains unlawful gelatine, then it is lawful according to the essential law”®. It is
legitimate to buy, sell and use it. There is no need to seek support of Umoom Balwaa for
this matter.

It is in Al-Ashbaah,
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It is in Ghamz Al-Uyoon,
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7 A prohibited matter that the common and prominent are engaged in and to abstain is near impossible due
to the harm it causes either the Faith, Life, Intellect, Kinship or Property. (Translator’s Note)

8 That all things are in essence lawful.
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and Allah, Most High, knows best.

QUESTION 4

Is it necessary upon the common Muslim to check the ingredients at the time of buying
such products? If it is, then does he have to inquire if it is from an unlawful source?

ANSWER

When both lawful and unlawful products are available in the market then it is not

necessary’ upon a Muslim to research whether it contains gelatine or not at the time of

buying food or medicine; however, it is better to do so.

It is in Fataawa Ridawiyyah,
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It is in Hadeeqah Nadiyyah,
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and Allah, Most High, knows best.

QUESTION 5

If products containing gelatine are ruled unlawful, are there any instances whereby their
use is permitted for nutritional or medicinal purposes? If affirmative, then what are these
instances?

ANSWER

It is permissible to use products containing gelatine because they are not ruled unlawful.
However, if certainty is attained regarding a specific thing that it contains unlawful
gelatine then its use is unlawful without legal necessity’ and Allah, Most High, knows
best.
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" %e 43,5 » — a Legal necessity that endangers one’s Faith, Life, Intellect, Kinship or Property.
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QUESTION 6

If Umoom Balwaa is not affirmed, is there any mitigation in its rule of unlawfulness and
impurity'' because such products are wide spread in the markets and to avoid them is
difficult if not impossible?

ANSWER

Until certainty is not attained regarding the unlawfulness and impurity of the gelatine, it
is permissible and lawful according to the law: in essence all things are lawful”. There is no
need to seek an escape clause in Umoom Balwa in favour of its permissibility.

QUESTION 7

If the label of a product has gelatine written on it followed by, ‘kosher’, will it be ruled
pure and lawful? Similarly, will it be ruled pure and lawful if it is known after observing
the label or contacting the production company that the gelatine is extracted from plants?

ANSWER

The word, ‘Kosher’ written by Jews is not legal evidence for it to be ruled lawful. If the
thing is pure and lawful considering its essence', then it will be ruled pure and lawful. If
it is impure and unlawful then it will be ruled impure and unlawful. According to the Jews,
the term, ‘Kosher’ is synonymous with Halaal, as mentioned in the inquest, and the
information with regards to a thing being lawful or unlawful is from the matters of faith"*
in which the word of a non-Muslim is not considered. It is in Hidayah,

O3 M Lad Vo Ms b 850 5 gud by ol SR ety 43 v L 535 TG M0 LLuat L
O EON P P T LYW TR PIRRCCIR SRV JEA T SN SR AN F TP JUA
50 150 Adeed O Lgrad B smed vy M Ada Lt e Loty M e a3 U5 s 8ol acag 30N

(£¥A2 cf aalun) AN s Mol 3 gt 098 Lgd iy

and Allah, Most High, knows best.

" Karaahah Tahreemi or Tanzeehi
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QUESTION 8

If a non-Muslim provides information with regards to an unlawful admixture® in a lawful
thing, is it legally permissible to rely on it or not?

ANSWER

The information of lawful and unlawful is from the chapter of the matters of faith and
therefore, if 2 non-Muslim provides information on a thing being lawful or unlawful, it is
not considered. It is in Fataawa Ridawiyyabh,
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However, if it is information regarding an admixture, which is legally unlawful, in a thing
prepared by the non-Muslim then his information is not from the matters of faith and thus,
considered. It is in Al-Durr Al-Mukhtaar,
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and Allah, Most High, knows best.
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