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Question —

On 10th July 2012 and prior to that, Ummah Channel relayed a program to
‘prove’ that the times of ‘isha' and fajr occur when the sun is 15° below the
horizon. Mawlana Khurshid ‘Alam Sabiri claimed, live-on-air, that all the

pious predecessors believed in “the 15° rule”, and so did Imam Ahmad Rida

& 2&) L

Amongst his statements were the following -

1. that the 18° rule is found nowhere, and is a mistake - even Imam Ahmad
Rida af‘é;‘adld not make any reference to 18°;

2. that those who claim - by means of the 18° rule, that “isha' time does not
occur (for some days of the year) —are contradicting the Qur'an, which
has specified the number of daily salah at 5, and in doing so, such

individuals perpetrate a great injustice;

3. that Imam Ahmad Rida %”%was also in agreement with the 15 degree
rule;

4, that Imam Ahmad Rida A“élo, said that subh kadhib occurs at 17/18/19°
according to different authorities, with 18° being most mashhir

[widespread].

Please answer the points in detail, detailing if and where they are incorrect,

and remove a great deal of confusion with regards whom we should follow.
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Answer -

I listened to some of what Mawlana Khurshid ‘Alam Sabiri has said, and was
amazed at the fact that the text of Imam Ahmad Rida é;‘é;%was presented by

him with such deceit.

It is a fact that Imam Ahmad Rida %’%emphasised in his pamphlet - ‘Dar 'ul
Qubh ‘an Dark Waqt is-Subh’ that the time of salat ul ‘isha' begins when the sun
is 18° below the horizon following sunset, and that the time of salat ul fajr

commences when the sun rises to 18° below the horizon prior to sunrise.

In Fatawa Ridawiyyah, the great mujaddid and Imam himself writes -

“subh sadiq occurs when the sun is 18 &L”f J)La Zf/blﬁ";u'/\
degrees below the horizon” ’ ) )

He continues -

with regards subh sadig, this faqir’s K ﬁ’?,; - Jl/ " e J:Lﬂ 6‘
own experience of years is that it R
commences - in all seasons - when the AL S J J! ’J/‘f' ':’f d"
sun is 18° below the horizon.” 205§ IA VDTU: (’y‘ ’ R

e Il
[Ibid; V10; P621; published by Markaz-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat Barakat e Raza]

If anyone were to open these works at the given reference, one would find

straight away that Mawlana $abiri’s representation is deceitful at best. Why
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was he unable to quote the original work, and if he did, why did he fail so

acutely to understand its clear conclusions?

The scholars of the sub-continent in their entirety were able to draw a clear
and unanimous conclusion that Imam Ahmad Rida’s opinion is that “ishd' and
fajr occur when the sun is 18° below the horizon. Today, however, Mawlana
Sabiri has managed to draw such a conclusion that deserves not to be called
an ‘interpretation’, but rather is the understanding of one lacking basic

understanding!

How is it possible that Imam Ahmad Rida a:‘é;‘,a, accepted the 15° theory for

‘isha' and fajr when he has refuted it on the very same page?

SubhanaLlah J\f;:, Mawlana S$abiri read the following extract from ‘Ala

Hadrat’s epistle -

“The scholars differed regarding the ¢ o J? LS g L ngg
angle of the sun at the time of subh )

kadhib, with some saying 17, some 18°, U/“WL UH/L’L‘(*?”"?Z— U{L”

and others 19° - with 18° being LM;|M¢"”/,;‘LQ|qu'5|L
[
widespread.”

By means of this, Mawlana $Sabiri sought to give the misleading impression
that Imam Ahmad Rida’s personal opinion is that subh kadhib occurs at the
angle of 18°. SubhanaLlah $% - how deceitful can one be? How dare he try to
fool the public by not reading the entire quote - especially that which

immediately follows!
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Did Mawlana $abiri forget that there are qualified and able ‘ulama' in the UK
who are not fools, and would hold him to account for his pitiful effort to

mislead the public?

If one opens Fatawa Ridawiyyah on the above mentioned page, and reads on
after the text quoted by Mawlana Sabiri, one will find that Imam Ahmad Rida
»“éﬁa writes with regards the opinions of 17/18/19° for subh kadhib and the

opinion of 15° for subh sadiq -

“all of these are meaningless desires” S e
-~

- and further continues -

“These are all simply void.” Jb ( ‘f; —

Mawlana Sabiri needs to re-read these texts in a sound frame-of-mind,

perhaps taking assistance from correctly qualified scholars.

Sayyidi ‘Ala Hadrat, Imam Ahmad Rida &% continues to prove the opinion of
15° as incorrect and void, with reference to the authoritative fugaha' [jurists]

of handfi figh. On page 623, he writes -

“The invalidity of the opinion Lbs 210 {J— ) Ul 6‘
(promoting) the angle of 15° for subh

sadiq, and the validity of the 18° angle is J ezt 2 ssIA sl I K s

proven by the well-known incident oo u"’/ o /f Sy JI e

mentioned in Fath ul Qadir, Bahr ur- . v "
s JNFs LD 2

Ra'iq, Durr Mukhtar and other common



and authentic books, that a question was
presented to our noble scholars from
Bulgar- that in the short nights of
summer, ‘isha' does not occur. Rather,
the white spectrum of light persists until
half the night passes, such that it has still
to set when subh sadiq [dawn] rises in

the east.

Imam Burhan ud-Din %%issued the
verdict that they should perform qada of
‘isha', whilst Imam Baqali Aii'«e,, Imam
Shams ul A'immah Halwani af‘é‘e, and
others said that the (obligation) of ‘isha'
had been lifted from them. Unanimous
agreement exists upon the (fact) that the
time of ‘isha' does not occur in those

nights. Now: if we accept the theory that

subh sadiq occurrs at 15, then even in
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The aforementioned question from Bulgar pertains to a natural
phenomenon of the short nights of summer, where the time of “isha' does
not occur for forty days - as half the night had passed without the whiteness
setting, and before it set, the light of subh sadiq appeared in the east.

We see Imam Ahmad Rida &5 “”' ; detail that if the time of “isha' and fajr was 15°,

then there would be no such night in Bulgar where the time of ‘isha' did not
occur - i.e. even in the shortest night of summer, there would be at least
some time of “isha'. The only way that it would be possible for the time of
‘isha' to not enter in the lands of Bulgar in the summer months would be if

the time of “isha' and fajr occurs at the angle of 18°.

Having mentioned this point, ‘Ala Hadrat Ai‘é’;& provides proof by illustrating
all the calculations for the time of ‘isha' in accordance with the longitude

and latitude of Bulgar, and the inclination of the sun in those summer
nights. Concluding his evidence, ‘Ala Hadrat % comments that such is the

correct method of research, and such ability is provided by Allah $% alone.

SubhanalLlah J“ﬁi, we learn from this that the ruling of 18° is not unique to
‘Ala Hadrat &%, but is also that of Imam Buqali &%, Imam Shams ul A'immah

Halwani %, Imam Burhan ul Kabir 4 a@@ Imam ibn Hummam 4'{3@, Imam
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Haskafi af‘é’,‘a, and the noble authors of all widely accepted and authoritative
works of hanafi figh.

Such luminaries are our pious predecessors, and Masters of hanafi figh, all of
whom lived over five hundred years prior to our time, yet only in our day

and age Mawlana Sabiri is attempting to prove the claim of 15°7

We seek refuge with Allah %! Mawlana Sabiri is trying to prove that ‘Ala
Hadrat ai“él& supposedly agreed with the ‘rule’ of 15°, and that no one is in
agreement with the ruling pertaining to 18°? May Allah e forgive him and

guide him to understand this.

It is as clear as the midday sun that the 18° rule is the correct rule according

to the great masters of hanafi figh.

Mawlana $abiri claims that the proponents of the 18° ruling have, and
continue to be, the cause of fitnah? He claims them to be unjust, the
perpetrators of injustice in the ummah? He claims them to contradict the
Qur'an - on the basis that there is no time of “isha' according to the 18°

ruling, yet the Qur'an says that five daily salah are fard?

This means (according to Mawlana Sabiri) that the hanafi fugaha' throughout
history stretching back over five hundred years were all causers of fitnah?
Are we meant to believe that they are guilty of an injustice to the ummah,
and were opponents of the Qur'an? Are we meant to believe that now in
2012, Mawlana $abiri has come to finally understand the Qur'an, and bring
justice and guidance to the ummah? May Allah P protect us from such a

despicable and ridiculous mentality!
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For the information of the reader, it is not just the aforementioned fugaha'
who are of the opinion that the time of ishd' does not occur for forty nights
in Bulgar, but rather this has been mentioned in the general mutiin
[manuals], shurith [commentaries] and fatawa [legal verdicts] of hanafi figh
throughout history, that there are places where (in the summer nights), the
time of “isha' doesn’t occur for a certain number of days, and in such places,
there is no (obligation) of “isha' upon the residents (of such places), with

some authors stating that they must perform gada of isha' at the time of fajr.

For example - Imam Qadi Khan a?él& (whom is also known as fagih un-nafs -
that the knowledge of figh used to run in his veins) writes in his fatawa that
“sha' and witr is not fard upon them”. Similarly, Fatawa ‘Alamgiri (which
was compiled and agreed upon by 100 or 500 authorities of hanafi figh) states
- “those who do not find the time of “isha', “isha' and witr are not fard upon

them.”

In light of the above, how can he claim this to be against the Qur'an? Has he
never read the books of handfi figh? In the books referenced by ‘Ala Hadrat

oi“éﬁ@ above, we read that when (in response to the questioner of Bulgar,)
Imam Buqali a\“»é‘@ stated that there is no “isha' upon the people of Bulgar in
those days, Imam Halwani 4%}97 responded that there must be, as the Qur'an

specifies five specific, daily times for salah.

Imam Halwani Ai“él@ sent a student of his to question Imam Buqali ai‘é‘e, how
many salah are fard in a day, and what is the legal ruling upon an individual

who says that only four salah are fard in a day?
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Upon the student coming and asking these questions, Imam Bugali &‘é"e,
replied that five salah are fard in a day. He then asked of the student - how
many fara'id [obligatory elements] are there in wudii? Without a doubt there
are four, but if someone’s arms have been amputated from the elbow down,

then how many fara'id remain for him?

Upon hearing this, Imam Shams ul A'immah Halwani ﬂfga also accepted the
conclusion that for the people living in Bulgar (in the nights where “isha’

does not occur,) ‘ishd' is not fard upon them.

It is common sense that when an order is conditional upon a precondition
being fulfilled, the order does not become active in the absence of the

precondition. The principle of figh is -

“In the absence of the precondition, that Lj Aol L jwM R bl

upon which it is conditional will also

absent.”

The performance of ‘isha' in its time can only be fard with the existence of
‘isha' time. If the time does not even exist, how can it become fard? Amongst
the preconditions of salat ul jum‘ah is for it to be Friday. One cannot offer
salat ul jum‘ah on a Wednesday because the preconditioned time is yet to
enter. One must await the occurrence of the precondition before seeking to

carry out that which is conditional upon it.

The actual fatwa with regards places and times where the time of “isha'
doesn’t occur is that the residents of such places should perform their salat

ul “isha' as gada in the time of fajr before offering their fajr. This is out of

10
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precaution, so that one is still offering five saldh in the course of a day and

night.

This is mentioned by Imam ibn Hummam a:‘é;‘e, in Fath ul Qadir, by Imam
Ahmad Rida &‘éil& in Fatawa Ridawiyyah and by Sadr ush-Shari‘ah ai‘él& in Bahar
e Shari‘at. None of these authorities, when mentioning the course of action

to be adopted by the residents of such locations in such days, have said that
the opinion of the sahibayn' should be adopted.

In the case of there being a difficulty, or indeed impossibility, in following
the legal verdict of Imam ul ‘Azam, Abt Hanifah a“é«l&, the fugaha' instructed

us to follow the sahibayn, but in this issue, no authority in history has

instructed us to follow the sahibayn.

In following this ruling also lies a merciful concession of Allah $%. With the
advent of such lengthy days and brief nights, Allah % has decreed that the
time of “isha' does not enter, thus granting us ease. Allah P says in the

noble Qur'an -

» A - » A M
§ 238G 50 A5 2SS A

% “Allah (%) intends ease for you, and does not intend hardship for you.” %)

! Literally meaning “the two companions”, in the terminology of the hanafi
madhhab, it refers to two close students of Imam Ab#i Hanifah »&“éle, - Imam Abu Yasuf
ai‘éﬁ@ and Imam Muhammad «“ﬁ‘;‘g

11
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[Qur'an; Stirah Baqarah; Verse 185]

And He % further states -

oy d z %% M }. w2 “
%L@.ﬁ‘j Yl L2454 gJ.}S:g Y%
@1\.{ “Allah (%) burdens not any soul, except with that which it can bear.” gzp

[Qur'an; Stirah Baqarah; Verse 286]

In a noble hadith, the Messenger of Allah r‘f“ \” states -

“Facilitate ease (for people), and burden \ 9 s Y P \ P J"b
(them) not.”

further states -

And in another, he fu‘ \%
“The religion is but ease.” .

No one can ever claim that the performance of two salah in a single time is
harder than their performance in two separate times. This is an ease for
those in the ummah who live in such times and places where they work all
day long, and have short nights in which to sleep. They can sleep after
offering maghrib, before waking to perform four rak‘at (fard) of ‘isha' and

three rak‘at of witr before their fajr.

Such is the ease that our masters and pious predecessors have given us

through their authoritative insight and understanding of the book of Allah

12
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ﬂ\ﬁl and the ahadith of the Messenger of Allah F\/

. Yet still, people prefer to
bring hardship upon the ummah and cause conflict by contradicting all the
past authorities amongst the hanafi fugaha'. May Allah J?’frl guide us all to the

straight path.
Before concluding, there are two final points I wish to make -

1. Itis accepted amongst all astronomers of both the present day, and
historically, that astronomical twilight occurs when the sun falls to 18°
below the horizon following sunset, and that dawn occurs when the sun

rises to 18° below the horizon prior to sunrise’.

Whether one accepts this light to be shafag abyad or not, he has little
choice but to accept the presence of some spectrum of light on the
horizon, and that the horizon only becomes dark following the
occurrence of astronomical twilight at 18°. Any layman can find this

information by Googling “astronomical twilight.”

The Messenger of Allah &2 has stated with regards the commencement

of ‘isha' time -

? For full details see (7) in Appendix B, where Imam Ahmad Rida Af‘f’;\@ has recorded a

unanimous conclusion.

13
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“When the horizon falls (completely) JA"“M Sewol 13)
s &
dark.”

[Fath ul Qadir]

This clearly establishes that “isha' commences when the sun falls to 18°

below the horizon, not 15°.

Finally, in Mawlana Sabiri’s assertion (in his broadcasts on Ummah
Channel) lies a strange inconsistency! He sat in the studio in Blackburn
attempting to promote a ‘rule’ based on 15° (basing his ‘rule’ on the
phenomenon of the sun not falling below 18° during the short nights of
summer: his ‘logic’ being that this made it impossible to act upon the
“teachings of the Qur'an”.) He erroneously concluded that a timetable
calculated according to 15° would not present such issues, and
proceeded to accuse the proponents of the 18° ruling of “injustice”,

“contradicting the Qur'an”, and “creating mischief in the ummah”.

The ironic thing is that a timetable calculated at 15° would also mean
that the time of ‘isha' would not occur in Blackburn during these
summer nights! The astronomers unanimously agree that at this
longitude, the sun does not even set 15° below the horizon in the
summer months. I have both personally calculated this, and also seen it

on many reputable websites.

14
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The reader can independently check this on the website of the BBC?,
setting his location as ‘Blackburn’, the depression angle of fajr to ‘15’ (as
per the weary claims of Mawlana $abiri for days upon end now), and
upon pressing ‘calculate’, the reader will be presented with a timetable
for the whole year (which I have personally checked and found to be
accurate according to the formulae devised by the scholars of ‘lm ut-

tawgqit.)

Upon navigating to 10" July, the reader will perhaps be surprised to find
that there is no “isha' time for that day - as even according to a timetable
calculated at 15°, the time of “isha' will not occur for many nights of the

summer.

Will Mawlana $abiri and Ummah Channel now be guilty of their own
charged accusations of “injustice”, “contradicting the Qur'an”, and

“creating mischief in the ummah™?

He repeatedly claimed that his 15° timetable is available on the website
‘islamicfinder™ - Allah :Pf, forbid, this timetable is nowhere near in
accordance with the formula of 15°. The reader can check this by visiting
the website and comparing it with any other reputable astronomical
website providing information on the time when the sun lies at 15°

below the horizon.

% http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/tools/calculator/
* http://www.islamicfinder.org/cityPrayerNew.php?country=United Kingdom

15
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Words fail me to describe the nonsense we have witnessed. Mawlana Nizam
ud-Din Misbahi from Bolton challenged Mawlana Sabiri to invite him on TV
and debate this matter, but instead he was cut off, and Mawlana Sabiri
proceeded to belittle Mawlana Nizam ud-Din Misbahi saying that his own
masjid does not even follow the ruling of 18°. Ironically enough, neither
Mawlana Sabiri himself, his masjid nor Ummah Channel follow the 15° ‘rule’

he has been attempting to promote.

I can only reasonably conclude that Mawlana Sabiri himself doesn’t know
what the timings of salah are according to the rule of 15°. No wonder the
phrase “15°” is mentioned nowhere upon the ‘islamicfinder’ website - as the

timetable is quite simply not based on this figure.

Had Mawlana Sabiri’s presentation of the work of Sayyidi ‘Ala Hadrat, Imam
Ahmad Rida Khan al Qadiri ai‘é\\g not been so deceitful and disrespectful, and
had he not disparaged the noble ‘ulama' of the ahl us-sunnah to such an
extreme in his futile attempts to prove his point (as all those who watched
or have subsequently heard the broadcast will know,) then perhaps my style

of answering your queries would have been different.

It is easy to attempt to defend Mawlana Sabiri by claiming he misunderstood
the texts, but it is also clear that he made a deliberate and concerted effort
to withhold information from the public by means of selective quotation and

indeed misquotation - especially in the case of the epistle of Sayyidi ‘Ala

Hadrat Afél@

Such behaviour is completely unacceptable from an individual who lays
claim to be an “alim and who represents Islam on such a public platform. It is
16
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also perturbing that he feels no shame in insulting and demeaning those
‘ulama' who speak out and question his absurd statements and deception in
handling the topic. Shocking too, that he holds no reservations about
disparaging great fuqgaha' of the past (though this may be as a result of pure
ignorance). Such lack of etiquette is totally unbefitting an ‘alim - especially

one who frequents such public domains.

It is necessary for Mawlana $abiri and Ummah Channel to publicise their

tawbah [repentance] for the following matters -

1. disrespecting and disparaging the noble fugaha' of the past by means of
their ignorant insinuation;

2. deceptive misquotation and misrepresentation of the epistle of Sayyidi
‘Ala Hadrat 4:‘{-2\‘& and,;
3. slinging charged accusations and insults at those ‘ulama' (such as

Mawlana Nizam ud-Din Misbahi) who contacted the programme to speak

out against Mawlana Sabiri’s deceptive misrepresentation of the matter.
And Allah P knows best -

Zahid Hussayn al Qadiri
Beggar at the doorstep of scholars.

17
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Appendix A

What follows are scans of those sections of Fatawa Ridawiyyah which have

been quoted in this course of this work.
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Appendix B

For the reference of the reader, what follows is the scan of an Urdu article of
Mawlana Nizam ud-Din Misbahi, detailing the evidence supporting an 18°

formula.

G Lt Al Bid e

:J‘bu:w/}/"_\fzv ‘/z.muL:”A'...}fu.. 'frc_blb...L’ ‘V IS ESPE]
R

ZA AR S Rets s 3 Y 5,5 DT IS RO a R e

Oles IS s s e il Ll
K Ly
3 il g a8 il e O el i S UA UL Y a s, N A s (e

BV ot eeddl plisl O Sy e dos 25

P & = s 2 v s e
L”a'_.i_.\_, ET e NG e A R AT A s ¥ e e (

,.f_;;h‘\."..d,ﬂ_?'-.'jsr.’.. Al 'L}V@L,/‘l'u e
|“;5»'3L-Mz_,')'“ Sl s Pa ks A s S e S i 2 BT g e 2 el Ly (7

aa I o P B T & &
'/Jpr_,_.r/u.f_!xg__/

Ul et FUSE 0T e, F0ittd ELUTE b ‘uu/_, Sk
=<, P N - aF DA T Iy

- s,vilﬁg,u; J/'_?;Jl/\, s{/f L ri,”;g’-“.___u ‘_,:L‘f,u';le;-‘ ) "'J!’L? \,l (ENPEy SL ARt YV TP

|

e s Rilad ) pgtnall b n 3 oame e 3l Y1 ] o sl g &l 8 el i O s

[TAY = ‘QL‘J

E“J: AL Z3eE ™

— L :)’ Lo L:ﬁr/\_.,fifv": g

Rl r'u___ sL’ |

Istmg b nalBf Al 5 ,“._,"L'ﬂ._uh‘\ {2 MA;”;;M‘F..,‘ '-—J!i.-da:,l Dl CA

= ._,Lf.u_,rlb up-./»_.,»-_, Ief 7L/,r‘._.._

o
" a-:/-_,va’L-.xlle r..’bJ'eU nFUIE et ||_,L‘\

U A e Irl-—lél._,u._; ez ez ol Sl WA P e 2L (A

;._:;:IAL JI;/-

A wr,"Julecy Y (;,-L;"gi;ﬁu'"*—’)u- Pl Fre 2ol A

“_L.‘”LJJ‘BJL{I_J!A”_JI [ r_\_,'f." "y’ ‘.-”U,I.—VVI d._“"._/l.“.fr__, ;

-?
AR
<
<
s
¢t
.
@
C
=
(-
=
v
%

|.:,i"7;';tb)"‘.;53;'_’..:, T u!l'b ..?'ﬂ L,‘u_-.;j;r-ulr

20





