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Question: Is it permissible to say Ya Hussain ‘alayhissaldm? What is the

ruling on writing or proclaiming it?

Answer: The salam which is mentioned along with the name i.e.,
‘alayhissaldm is not the salam of Tahiyyat (greeting) which is the salam
said on meeting someone or conveyed through some means. The
purpose (maqstid) in this salam (i.e., ‘alayhissalam) is the veneration
(ta’dhim) of the person being mentioned. The custom (“urf) of the People
of Islam (Ahl al-Islam) has made this salam (i.e., “alayhissalam) specific
to the Prophets and the Angels. For example: Sayyiduna Ibrahim
‘alayhissalam, Sayyiduna Misa ‘alayhissalam, Sayyiduna Jibril
‘alayhissalam, Sayyiduna Mikail ‘alayhissalam. Thus it is not

permissible to say ‘alayhissalam for other than Prophets and Angels.
And Allah knows best.
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Second verdict from the book al-Hadiqatun Nadiyya Sharh Tariqa al-
Muhammadiya by ‘Arif-billah Imam “Abdul Ghani an-Nablusi (may

Allah have mercy on him):

The majority of the noble ‘ulama state that the habitual recitation of
salawat upon a non-Prophet is impermissible, as such recitation (of
salawat) has become an indication that a Prophet is being mentioned.
Thus, a non-Prophet cannot be included in this act along with the
Prophets. Also, the following cannot be said: “Abu Bakr as-Siddiq
salAllahu alayhi wa sallam or “Ali salAllahu alayhi wa sallam”, even
though according to the meaning, saying so is correct. Similarly, the
following also cannot be said: “Muhammad ‘azzawajal”, even though
the Prophet salAllahu alayhi wa sallam is the owner of ‘izzah(honour,
fame etc.) and jalal(loftiness, glory etc.) but the above expression is not
used because this is an identifying feature of the mentioning of Allah
‘azzawajal . The mentioning of sending salawat upon non-Prophets in
the Noble Qur’an and the Hadith has been limited by the majority of the

‘ulama to supplication(du’a).

Certain ‘ulama (may Allah have mercy on them) say: “To send salawat
upon a non-Prophet is not permissible because this has become a sign of
the people of desires(Ahlul Hawa)[Ahlul Bid’ah] and they send salawat
upon those whom they assume to be infalliable(ma’stim). Thus, they

should not be followed in this matter.

Sayyiduna Imam Yahya bin Sharaf an-Nawawi (may Allah have mercy
on him) has mentioned in his book “al-Adhkar”: “Those ‘ulama who
dissuade from sending salawat upon non-Prophets differ with each

other whether doing so is haram!, makr(h tahzihi? or just khilaf-e-

! "Haram Qat'ai" is that prohibition of Shari’ah whose unlawfulness and forbidding are proved by the cogent
and unquestionable argument,reason. This is the opposite of "Fard" (obligatory act). Its intentional
commission amounts to major sin and transgression. It is obligatory on and rewarding for believers to refrain
from it to their best. (Islam the Glorious Religion, Mufti Khalil Khan Qadri)

2 "Makrdh Tanzihi" is that prohibition of Shari’ah whose commission is considered undersirable in Shar?’ah.
However, its undesirability is not to the extent of "Wa'eed"(warning of dire consequences). The one who



uwlad.” After mentioning these three statements, he further states, “ The
correct statement is the one regarding which majority of the ‘ulama
agree upon that it is makrtih tanzihi because it is the characteristic of the
people of innovation(mubtadi'in) and we have been dissuaded from
adopting their characteristics.” (al-Adhkar an-Nawawi, Kitab as-Salat
‘alar-Rastil salAllahu alayhi wa sallam, Bab as-Salat ‘ala al-Anbiya

‘alayhimassalam, page no. 100).

avoids it earns goodness and reward and in case of commission he is liable to neither torment nor Divine
anger. (Islam the Glorious Religion, Mufti Khalil Khan Qadri)
* "Khilaf-e-Uwla" is that prohibition of Shari’ah whose commission is against decency. It is better for believer to

avoid it but he would not be held accountable if committed. Its avoidance is praise-worthy. "Khilaf-e-Uwla" is
the opposite of "Mustahab". (Islam the Glorious Religion, Mufti Khalil Khan Qadri)



